Final Synthesis
 
Please choose 5 of the 10 questions and respond in paragraph form. You are free to use your text and lecture notes. Each question is worth 5% for a total of 25% of your final mark. I am looking for students to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the concepts, theories and overall content of the course in their answers. Please submit the synthesis paper when all of your chosen questions are complete. Remember to consider the value of each question when responding.
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1. The authors of the textbook indicate that religion, science, and media all influence the way we think about sexuality. Which of these three influences you the most? How do they influence you? Is it a positive or negative influence? What kinds of sexual values in television programs have the greatest influence upon you?


2. You are visiting your married sister and her family for the holidays. Her six-year-old asks you, “Why do mommies stay home with kids?” Drawing on the knowledge you gained from Chapter 2, how would you answer this question? Which ideas about parental investment, social learning, or social norms/scripts would you use to explain why, in most cultures, women perform the child-rearing activities?


3. Among the Yoruba of West Africa, younger women may not travel or engage in trade, but older (postmenopausal) women may. Among the Wennebago of North America, old women sit with men; they are considered the same as men. In some cultures, then, women gain in freedom and status after menopause. Does this happen for most women in Canada? Are there variations among ethnic groups –for example, Asian, white, and First Nations Canadians – in the way a postmenopausal woman is viewed and treated?


4. Explain why you feel male circumcision is practiced; is it cultural or religious? What makes it so? Then, outline some of the key issues surrounding the question of male circumcision, making references to relevant research studies. Why do you think this is such a common practice when such issues have been documented?


5. Discuss sexual arousal from a cross-cultural perspective, citing specific examples. Draw from the studies you have read to explain the differentiation from one culture to the next. What does this differentiation say about the nature of human sexuality?


6. You have been in an intimate relationship for two years. You find you are getting bored with your sexual activity. What are some possible ways you could approach the topic with your partner without offending him/her? From your research, what are some of the things you can do to make improvements to your sex life?


7. Define homophobia and discuss ways in which it may be manifested. How can homophobic attitudes be altered or changed, if at all. What impact can homophobia have on society as a whole? Use the text or past events to reinforce your argument.


8. Define sex reassignment surgery. Is it an appropriate treatment for transsexuals? Why or why not? Why should a person live as a member of the other gender for a year before having the surgery done? Are there cases when you feel it is ok and when it is not ok to have the surgery? What criteria should a candidate meet if they want sex reassignment surgery? Why that criteria?


9. Considering the predisposing causes of sexual disorders, what are the implications for parents who want to raise sexually healthy children? Can parents do anything to avoid or prevent sexual disorders in their children? Why or Why not? List your reasons and provide evidence form the text or other legitimate resources.


10. Define Child Sexual Abuse. Apply the four theoretical views of sexual assault to child sexual abuse. What psychological and physical impact can child sexual abuse have on its victim?

